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Patients, visitors, and 
staff at Massachusetts 
General Hospital take 

a moment in their day 
to hear the VMA



Dear Friends,

Over the past 10 years we have played with our hearts to people with disabilities, 
diseases, and illnesses, as well as at-risk youth, victims of crime and abuse, and the 
economically disadvantaged.  We selflessly share the gift of classical music, deeply 
enriching, healing, and educating the communities we serve.  Our professional 
performances are free and accessible to all, with members living our mission in over 
20 states, even internationally in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

While it can be enticing to rest on our laurels, pat ourselves on the back, and say our 
work is done, all of this is for naught if we don’t continue carrying the torch with the 
next generation.  In 2022 we launched the Junior Volunteer Musicians for the Arts 
(“JVMA”) program to encourage high school students to become part of our 
grassroots movement.  The VMA is now a federally certified organization with 
Americorps so that volunteers of all ages can earn service hours towards presidential 
recognition.

Though our organization consists of many volunteers who give of their talent and 
services without ever asking for anything in return, we still need to support our 
volunteer coordinators, staff, and overhead as a 501(c)3 organization.  This booklet 
hopefully will give you a glimpse into what we do and ultimately encourage you to 
support our mission.  Please consider giving a recurring or single financial 
contribution.

Thank you for your support, and let’s keep giving everyone orchestra seats!

Best wishes,

Jonathan Yasuda

                                                                                                                                          
Executive Director, Volunteer Musicians for the Arts, Inc.



The Recording Academy 
Teams Up with VMA to 

Promote Volunteer Service

VMA Achieves Certification for 
President’s Volunteer Service Award



The Volunteer 
Musicians for the Arts, 

Inc. was founded in 
2012 to serve 

hospitals, nursing 
homes, shelters and 
schools, in order to 

provide our audiences 
with exceptional 
classical music. 

85 cents of every 
dollar donation goes 

towards program 
expenses. 

Our motto remains we 
believe everyone 

deserves orchestra 
seats.

Hudson Valley New York  Chamber Musicians



Erin Hansen Janke

Arpeggione Ensemble

Jonathan Yasuda

“This is absolutely fabulous – it 
takes you to a place far, far from 
chemo. Thank you, thank you, 

thank you. It means the world to 
both practitioners and patients!”

- Patient, Massachusetts 
General Hospital



 
We are a community of exceptional 

musicians lighting up the world.

Becca Kasdan, violin, performing 
with Beatrix Roque Santana at the 
Krannert Center for the Performing 

Arts (Urbana, IL) in a benefit concert 
for Ukraine.  

“120 years ago my great 
grandparents immigrated 

to the US from Rovno 
which is now the city, 
Rivne in the Ukraine”



igh school freshman, Albert Zhou, read Hellen Keller’s autobiography many times.  One quote 
stuck in his head day after day:

“Perhaps I can best illustrate by imagining what I should most like to see if I were given the use of my 
eyes, say, for just three days” - Hellen Keller

Albert couldn’t believe how much he took for granted in life.  He turned to the VMA, sharing his 
written reflections: “if I couldn’t physically bring sight to blind kids, then I would try my best 
using music and emotion.”  

The VMA is a beacon of light and inspiration.  Join Albert and support the mission today.
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“We had a great time 
playing solos and duos 

at the Fonteno Center in 
Houston last Friday!”      
- Yvonne Smith of La 

Speranza

“Dear VMA, 
thanks so much 
for supporting 
the PrintWorks: 
Making Music 

debut”
- Emily Hale of 

Halfmoon 
Ensemble

The VMA supports 
ensembles and 
public charities 

who join the cause 
of performing, 

and educating,  in 
places where hope 

is needed the 
most.



In the summer of 2015, the VMA gave a concert in the main lobby of 
Massachusetts General Hospital, forever changing the academic curriculum of 

The Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University:

“I was a cancer patient undergoing a clinical trial treatment at Mass 
General in Boston. One day, after a particularly difficult treatment, I 

heard music coming from somewhere in the hospital. I followed the sound 
and came upon your wonderful concert in the lobby. It was such a 

meaningful moment for me as a musician to hear music from a patient's 
perspective that it inspired me to start this project at my school a year 

later . . . THANK YOU for the most transformative gift your concert gave 
to me!” 

That project became the Peabody String Sinfonia:

“The Peabody String Sinfonia is a student-led, conductor-less string orchestra 
whose mission is to bring healing and beauty to people in our Baltimore community 
who are in challenging situations or in places where they cannot easily gain access 

to live music, including cancer treatment, incarceration, homelessness, 
hospitalization, addiction, and hunger. Our members are students and alumni of 

the Peabody Conservatory of Music who volunteer their time for this project.” 

- The Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University

https://peabody.jhu.edu/life-at-peabody/career-services/opportunities/community-based-learning/string-sinfonia/
https://peabody.jhu.edu/life-at-peabody/career-services/opportunities/community-based-learning/string-sinfonia/
https://peabody.jhu.edu/life-at-peabody/career-services/opportunities/community-based-learning/string-sinfonia/
https://peabody.jhu.edu/life-at-peabody/career-services/opportunities/community-based-learning/string-sinfonia/




“Gabriela Valencia enjoys using music and art to touch the lives of others 
for the greater good of society.  Music education, the arts and community 

work are the foundation of her career.”
 

- Tampa Bay International School

The VMA is a fount of inspiration, drawing in volunteers, and providing over 
$100,000 of free outreach services over 10 years.  

But volunteerism alone is not enough to retain the talent and commitment of our volunteer 
coordinators, program staff, and cover administrative expenses.  

Your gift sustains us. 



“I never knew what 
classical music 

sounded like.  Now 
I know.” 

Rosie’s Place 
Women’s Shelter



From our VMA 
family to yours, 
thank you for 
believing in us.

Click here or 
visit our website 
below to make a 
donation today.

www.volunteermusicians.org
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Click here or visit our website to support the mission:
www.volunteermusicians.org
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